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Canadian Institute of Actuaries Committee on Research 

Request for Proposals Regarding  

Genetic Testing Information Research Project 

as at February 5, 2014 

 

I. Research Project Overview 
The use of genetic testing information by insurance companies has recently come under greater 
public scrutiny. In the fourth quarter of 2013, three specific events occurred which speak to this: the 
Throne Speech, the Senate Bill S-201 reading, and the Legislative Assembly of Ontario Bill 127 
reading. Actuaries can serve the public well here through educating policymakers on the impact of 
banning the use of genetic testing information by insurance companies. 

A made-in-Canada research project on the impact of banning insurers from the use of genetic testing 
information for the underwriting of individual life insurance policies could play a key role in 
educating policymakers and the public about such an impact. It should actuarially assess the financial 
impact of banning genetic testing information for insurance purposes. Specifically, the project should 
attempt to answer this question: “If genetic testing information that is known by the insurance 
applicant is disallowed for use in underwriting individual life policies by insurance companies in 
Canada, what would the financial impact be to the Canadian public?” 
II. Research Project Schedule 
A summary schedule of certain key Genetic Testing Information Research Project milestones, and 
their associated completion dates, is set out below. 

 Research Project Milestones Completion Dates 

1 Release and distribution of request for proposals (RFP) February 5, 2014 

2 
Deadline for submission of expressions of interest in 
submitting a proposal to research project management 
team (RPMT) chair 

February 28, 2014 (5:30 p.m. ET) 

3 Deadline for submission of questions to RPMT regarding 
RFP March 7, 2014 (5:30 p.m. ET) 

4 Deadline for submission of proposals to RPMT chair March 21, 2014 (5:30 p.m. ET) 

5 Selection of lead proposal by RPMT March 28, 2014 

6 Approval of lead proposal by Research Committee April 11, 2014 

7 Research project contract endorsed by winning 
respondent April 18, 2014 (5:30 p.m. ET) 

8 {Research project intermediate milestone #1}* April 30, 2014 

9 {Research project intermediate milestone #2}* May 31, 2014 

10 {Research project intermediate milestone #3}* June 30, 2014 
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11 {Research project intermediate milestone #4}* July 31, 2014 

12 {Research project intermediate milestone #5}* August 31, 2014 

13 Deadline for conclusion of research project and delivery 
of work product to RPMT chair by researcher(s) September 30, 2014 

* These milestones will be determined after communication between the research team and the 
RPMT (see also section VII E). 

III. Research Project Sponsor 
The Genetic Testing Information Research Project is under the auspices of the Canadian Institute of 
Actuaries (CIA). The CIA was incorporated in 1965 by federal statute, and is the national 
organization of the Canadian actuarial profession, with offices located in Ottawa, Ontario. A 
member-driven organization, the CIA is dedicated to serving the public through the provision, by its 
members, of actuarial services and related advice of the highest quality. One of the CIA’s specific 
and continuing responsibilities is to foster the advancement of contemporary actuarial practice 
through relevant research. 

The CIA’s Research Committee is the sponsor of the research project per its mandate: 

The Research Committee reports directly to the Member Services Council and is responsible for 
overseeing all research performed within the CIA. It also has the responsibility, but not the 
exclusive responsibility, of identifying the need for research projects as well as experience and 
other studies that are of interest to the membership of the CIA and/or the Canadian public and 
that are likely to be helpful in developing Institute recommendations in matters of public policy. 
Once an opportunity has been identified, the Research Committee must ensure the execution of 
the project. The Research Committee may, when necessary to conduct research, create Task 
Forces and/or sub-committees from all actuarial disciplines or enter into joint ventures with other 
partners, such as academic institutions or other actuarial organizations. The Research Committee 
will ensure that all research papers are reviewed and published in accordance with the CIA 
Guidelines for Submitting Papers, and will periodically review and recommend changes to those 
CIA Guidelines to the Member Services Council as necessary. The Research Committee 
recommends allocation of funds for the conduct of selected research projects and studies. 

The committee’s current membership is listed below. 

Dave Dickson, Chair 
 Faizel Alladina Robert Brown  A. Kim Young 
 Claire Bilodeau Marc-Olivier Faulkner Leonard Pressey 
 Benoit Miclette Candice Hung Mario Robitaille 
 Donald Blue Diana Pisanu Nikolai Serykh 
 Émilie Bouchard Michel Simard   
 Joseph DeDominicis 

IV. Research Project Management Team 
The Research Committee has appointed an RPMT to oversee the Genetic Testing Information 
Research Project, including the RFP process described in this document. The RPMT chair is the key 
contact person for parties interested in this RFP. The RPMT’s membership is listed below. 
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Bernard Naumann, Chair 
 Greg Cerar Alison Begley Paul Fryer 

The RPMT’s mandate, as it pertains to the RFP process, includes sole responsibility for: 

i) Reviewing all of the research project proposals received before the submission deadline; 
ii) Identification of a lead proposal which, in the RPMT’s view, based on the written proposals 

alone, best meets the project requirements; and 
iii) Communication of its recommendation regarding the lead proposal to the Research Committee 

for the committee’s approval. 

Once a winning proposal has been confirmed by the committee, the RPMT will contact all of the RFP 
respondents to confirm the status of their individual submissions. Should the RPMT determine that 
no proposal satisfactorily meets the project requirements, the committee reserves the right not to 
award the project to any of the respondents. 
 

All formal correspondence regarding the project RFP (i.e., written expressions of interest in the RFP, 
questions about the RFP, and submission of the proposals themselves) must be directed to the RPMT 
chair at the following e-mail address: 
 Bernard Naumann 
 bnaumann@munichre.ca  
 

All written questions received regarding the project, together with the RPMT responses, will be 
promptly communicated to each of the parties who submitted a written expression of interest prior to 
the submission deadline. Note that formal correspondence regarding the project must be sent in 
sufficient time to arrive before the submission deadlines summarized in II. Research Project 
Schedule, and described in VII. Proposal Requirements. The Research Committee and its RPMT are 
unable to take responsibility for the possible late delivery of formal correspondence. 

The RPMT chair may otherwise be contacted at 416-359-2222 (business telephone) regarding the 
RFP. 

V. Research Project Objective 
The objective is to answer the question: “If genetic testing information that is known by the 
insurance applicant is disallowed for use in underwriting individual life policies by insurance 
companies in Canada, what would the financial impact be to the Canadian public?” 
Ideally, the answer should be something meaningful to the public and policymakers, such as: 

“As our best estimate, disallowing insurance companies to use genetic testing information known 
by the insurance applicant could {increase/decrease} claims for all new (individual life) insurance 
policies by {X}% over the coming {XX} years. The impact of this could {increase/decrease} 
premiums by {Z}% over the coming {ZZ} years. 
“As a ‘worst case’ result (1 in 100 scenario), disallowing insurance companies to use genetic 
testing information known by the insurance applicant could {increase/decrease} claims for all new 
(individual life) insurance policies by {X}% over the coming {XX} years. The impact of this could 
increase/decrease premiums by {Z}% over the coming {ZZ} years.” 
Researchers should review the legislation listed above in section I and analyze the impact within the 
limits of insurance suggested in said legislation (e.g., the law will not impact insurance amounts less 
than $1 million). 

mailto:bnaumann@munichre.ca
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To come up with a response to the question, we would expect the researcher to use existing medical 
evidence, industry evidence (both Canadian and non-Canadian), and any other credible evidence or 
research. The RPMT will assist the researchers in communicating with key stakeholders and sources 
of data. 

The research is to be kept unbiased and specifically should not offer opinions on ethics. 

The Research Committee hereby solicits written proposals from qualified parties to i) undertake a 
research project, and ii) write a research paper summarizing their findings, specifically regarding the 
stated objective at the beginning of this section. 

VI. Research Project Requirements 
The Genetic Testing Information Research Project will be undertaken according to the terms of a 
Research Project Agreement, and a Non-Disclosure Agreement, which will be completed by the 
winning respondent and returned to the RPMT chair by 5:30 p.m. Eastern Time on April 18, 2014. In 
general terms, it is expected that the researcher(s) will collaborate with the RPMT regarding the 
ultimate design of the project. There are several requirements, described as follows. 

A. Original Work – The work undertaken by the researcher(s) for the research project must be 
substantially original actuarial research. The researcher(s) may naturally reference the 
foundational published works and conclusions of others. 

B. Research Paper – The results of the project must be documented by the researcher(s) in a 
research paper conforming to the CIA Guidelines for Submitting Papers. The body of the 
resulting paper should be approximately 2,500–5,000 words in length, excluding statistical 
summaries and/or supporting appendices. 

C. Literature Survey – The research paper should incorporate a survey of published actuarial, as 
well as other technical, literature so as to identify any prior research relevant to the project’s 
issues/problems/questions. The paper should include a bibliography summarizing this 
information. 

D. (e)Bulletin Article – The researcher(s) should prepare a brief article (300–500 words) 
describing the project’s objectives and their findings for subsequent publication in the CIA’s 
(e)Bulletin periodical. 

E. Presentation of Findings – The researcher(s) will, upon request, present his/her(their) research 
paper at an upcoming CIA meeting, seminar, or webinar. If travel is required, reasonable 
expenses will be paid in addition to the compensation provided in VIII. Research Project 
Remuneration. 

VII. Proposal Requirements 
There are several requirements for the submission of an effective proposal regarding the Genetic 
Testing Information Research Project, described as follows. 

A. Related Documents – This RFP document should be reviewed in conjunction with the attached 
i) Sample Research Project Agreement; 
ii) Sample Non-Disclosure Agreement; and 
iii) CIA Guidelines for Submitting Papers, 

which will collectively define the terms and conditions under which the project is to be 
undertaken. 
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B. Expression of Interest – Parties considering submission of a proposal for the project must 
provide a written expression of interest to the RPMT chair before 5:30 p.m. Eastern Time on 
February 28, 2014. All those providing an expression of interest will thereby be able to receive 
a copy of all questions and answers relating to the RFP distributed by the RPMT prior to the 
proposal submission deadline. 

C. Contact Information – Both the expression of interest in the RFP, and the project proposal, 
must include the name(s) of the researcher(s) and as well as their contact information (i.e., 
mailing address, daytime telephone number, and e-mail address). 

D. Researcher Qualifications – The proposal should be accompanied by the résumé(s) of the 
researcher(s), indicating how the background, education, and work/research experience and 
accomplishments of the researcher(s) supports his/her (their) ability to effectively complete the 
project. 

E. Description of Work and Timeline – The proposal should include a clear description of the 
work that will be performed, including an outline of the timeline (including key dates) over 
which the work will be completed (i.e., milestones). A proposed table of contents would be 
appreciated.  

F. Proposal Submission – The proposal must be received by the RPMT chair before 5:30 p.m. 
Eastern Time on March 21, 2014. Receipt of the proposal will be confirmed by the RPMT 
shortly thereafter. A complete listing of the RFP respondents will in due course be sent to all 
researchers who submitted a proposal. 

VIII. Research Project Remuneration 
A maximum of $25,000 is available for the Genetic Testing Information Research Project, to be 
awarded (in whole or in part) to the successful respondent(s) at the discretion of the Research 
Committee. A startup payment of $10,000 will be made with the final $15,000 payment by the CIA 
being contingent upon satisfactory completion of the terms and conditions of the research by the 
researcher(s).  

IX. Ownership of Work Product 
As a necessary condition of the selection of a particular respondent’s Genetic Testing Information 
Research Project proposal, the CIA will assume full ownership (i.e., all rights, title, and interest, 
including copyright and patent) of the ensuing work product. The researcher(s) selected by the 
Research Committee will be required to sign a formal Research Project Agreement that assigns all 
such rights irrevocably to the CIA. Note that the researcher(s) will receive authorship credit in any 
CIA publication of the research paper. The researcher will be free to submit the paper to a journal of 
their choosing for refereed publication. 
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I. Research Project Overview

The use of genetic testing information by insurance companies has recently come under greater public scrutiny. In the fourth quarter of 2013, three specific events occurred which speak to this: the Throne Speech, the Senate Bill S-201 reading, and the Legislative Assembly of Ontario Bill 127 reading. Actuaries can serve the public well here through educating policymakers on the impact of banning the use of genetic testing information by insurance companies.

A made-in-Canada research project on the impact of banning insurers from the use of genetic testing information for the underwriting of individual life insurance policies could play a key role in educating policymakers and the public about such an impact. It should actuarially assess the financial impact of banning genetic testing information for insurance purposes. Specifically, the project should attempt to answer this question: “If genetic testing information that is known by the insurance applicant is disallowed for use in underwriting individual life policies by insurance companies in Canada, what would the financial impact be to the Canadian public?”

II. Research Project Schedule

A summary schedule of certain key Genetic Testing Information Research Project milestones, and their associated completion dates, is set out below.

		

		Research Project Milestones

		Completion Dates



		1

		Release and distribution of request for proposals (RFP)

		February 5, 2014



		2

		Deadline for submission of expressions of interest in submitting a proposal to research project management team (RPMT) chair

		February 28, 2014 (5:30 p.m. ET)



		3

		Deadline for submission of questions to RPMT regarding RFP

		March 7, 2014 (5:30 p.m. ET)



		4

		Deadline for submission of proposals to RPMT chair

		March 21, 2014 (5:30 p.m. ET)



		5

		Selection of lead proposal by RPMT

		March 28, 2014



		6

		Approval of lead proposal by Research Committee

		April 11, 2014



		7

		Research project contract endorsed by winning respondent

		April 18, 2014 (5:30 p.m. ET)



		8

		{Research project intermediate milestone #1}*

		April 30, 2014



		9

		{Research project intermediate milestone #2}*

		May 31, 2014



		10

		{Research project intermediate milestone #3}*

		June 30, 2014



		11

		{Research project intermediate milestone #4}*

		July 31, 2014



		12

		{Research project intermediate milestone #5}*

		August 31, 2014



		13

		Deadline for conclusion of research project and delivery of work product to RPMT chair by researcher(s)

		September 30, 2014





* These milestones will be determined after communication between the research team and the RPMT (see also section VII E).

III. Research Project Sponsor

The Genetic Testing Information Research Project is under the auspices of the Canadian Institute of Actuaries (CIA). The CIA was incorporated in 1965 by federal statute, and is the national organization of the Canadian actuarial profession, with offices located in Ottawa, Ontario. A member-driven organization, the CIA is dedicated to serving the public through the provision, by its members, of actuarial services and related advice of the highest quality. One of the CIA’s specific and continuing responsibilities is to foster the advancement of contemporary actuarial practice through relevant research.

The CIA’s Research Committee is the sponsor of the research project per its mandate:

The Research Committee reports directly to the Member Services Council and is responsible for overseeing all research performed within the CIA. It also has the responsibility, but not the exclusive responsibility, of identifying the need for research projects as well as experience and other studies that are of interest to the membership of the CIA and/or the Canadian public and that are likely to be helpful in developing Institute recommendations in matters of public policy. Once an opportunity has been identified, the Research Committee must ensure the execution of the project. The Research Committee may, when necessary to conduct research, create Task Forces and/or sub-committees from all actuarial disciplines or enter into joint ventures with other partners, such as academic institutions or other actuarial organizations. The Research Committee will ensure that all research papers are reviewed and published in accordance with the CIA Guidelines for Submitting Papers, and will periodically review and recommend changes to those CIA Guidelines to the Member Services Council as necessary. The Research Committee recommends allocation of funds for the conduct of selected research projects and studies.

The committee’s current membership is listed below.

Dave Dickson, Chair

	Faizel Alladina	Robert Brown	 A. Kim Young

	Claire Bilodeau	Marc-Olivier Faulkner	Leonard Pressey

	Benoit Miclette	Candice Hung	Mario Robitaille

	Donald Blue	Diana Pisanu	Nikolai Serykh

	Émilie Bouchard	Michel Simard				Joseph DeDominicis

IV. Research Project Management Team

The Research Committee has appointed an RPMT to oversee the Genetic Testing Information Research Project, including the RFP process described in this document. The RPMT chair is the key contact person for parties interested in this RFP. The RPMT’s membership is listed below.

	

Bernard Naumann, Chair

	Greg Cerar	Alison Begley	Paul Fryer

The RPMT’s mandate, as it pertains to the RFP process, includes sole responsibility for:

i) Reviewing all of the research project proposals received before the submission deadline;

ii) Identification of a lead proposal which, in the RPMT’s view, based on the written proposals alone, best meets the project requirements; and

iii) Communication of its recommendation regarding the lead proposal to the Research Committee for the committee’s approval.

Once a winning proposal has been confirmed by the committee, the RPMT will contact all of the RFP respondents to confirm the status of their individual submissions. Should the RPMT determine that no proposal satisfactorily meets the project requirements, the committee reserves the right not to award the project to any of the respondents.



All formal correspondence regarding the project RFP (i.e., written expressions of interest in the RFP, questions about the RFP, and submission of the proposals themselves) must be directed to the RPMT chair at the following e-mail address:

	Bernard Naumann

	bnaumann@munichre.ca 



All written questions received regarding the project, together with the RPMT responses, will be promptly communicated to each of the parties who submitted a written expression of interest prior to the submission deadline. Note that formal correspondence regarding the project must be sent in sufficient time to arrive before the submission deadlines summarized in II. Research Project Schedule, and described in VII. Proposal Requirements. The Research Committee and its RPMT are unable to take responsibility for the possible late delivery of formal correspondence.

The RPMT chair may otherwise be contacted at 416-359-2222 (business telephone) regarding the RFP.

V. Research Project Objective

The objective is to answer the question: “If genetic testing information that is known by the insurance applicant is disallowed for use in underwriting individual life policies by insurance companies in Canada, what would the financial impact be to the Canadian public?”

Ideally, the answer should be something meaningful to the public and policymakers, such as:

“As our best estimate, disallowing insurance companies to use genetic testing information known by the insurance applicant could {increase/decrease} claims for all new (individual life) insurance policies by {X}% over the coming {XX} years. The impact of this could {increase/decrease} premiums by {Z}% over the coming {ZZ} years.

“As a ‘worst case’ result (1 in 100 scenario), disallowing insurance companies to use genetic testing information known by the insurance applicant could {increase/decrease} claims for all new (individual life) insurance policies by {X}% over the coming {XX} years. The impact of this could increase/decrease premiums by {Z}% over the coming {ZZ} years.”

Researchers should review the legislation listed above in section I and analyze the impact within the limits of insurance suggested in said legislation (e.g., the law will not impact insurance amounts less than $1 million).

To come up with a response to the question, we would expect the researcher to use existing medical evidence, industry evidence (both Canadian and non-Canadian), and any other credible evidence or research. The RPMT will assist the researchers in communicating with key stakeholders and sources of data.

The research is to be kept unbiased and specifically should not offer opinions on ethics.

The Research Committee hereby solicits written proposals from qualified parties to i) undertake a research project, and ii) write a research paper summarizing their findings, specifically regarding the stated objective at the beginning of this section.

VI. Research Project Requirements

The Genetic Testing Information Research Project will be undertaken according to the terms of a Research Project Agreement, and a Non-Disclosure Agreement, which will be completed by the winning respondent and returned to the RPMT chair by 5:30 p.m. Eastern Time on April 18, 2014. In general terms, it is expected that the researcher(s) will collaborate with the RPMT regarding the ultimate design of the project. There are several requirements, described as follows.

A. Original Work – The work undertaken by the researcher(s) for the research project must be substantially original actuarial research. The researcher(s) may naturally reference the foundational published works and conclusions of others.

B. Research Paper – The results of the project must be documented by the researcher(s) in a research paper conforming to the CIA Guidelines for Submitting Papers. The body of the resulting paper should be approximately 2,500–5,000 words in length, excluding statistical summaries and/or supporting appendices.

C. Literature Survey – The research paper should incorporate a survey of published actuarial, as well as other technical, literature so as to identify any prior research relevant to the project’s issues/problems/questions. The paper should include a bibliography summarizing this information.

D. (e)Bulletin Article – The researcher(s) should prepare a brief article (300–500 words) describing the project’s objectives and their findings for subsequent publication in the CIA’s (e)Bulletin periodical.

E. Presentation of Findings – The researcher(s) will, upon request, present his/her(their) research paper at an upcoming CIA meeting, seminar, or webinar. If travel is required, reasonable expenses will be paid in addition to the compensation provided in VIII. Research Project Remuneration.

VII. Proposal Requirements

There are several requirements for the submission of an effective proposal regarding the Genetic Testing Information Research Project, described as follows.

A. Related Documents – This RFP document should be reviewed in conjunction with the attached

i) Sample Research Project Agreement;

ii) Sample Non-Disclosure Agreement; and

iii) CIA Guidelines for Submitting Papers,

which will collectively define the terms and conditions under which the project is to be undertaken.

B. Expression of Interest – Parties considering submission of a proposal for the project must provide a written expression of interest to the RPMT chair before 5:30 p.m. Eastern Time on February 28, 2014. All those providing an expression of interest will thereby be able to receive a copy of all questions and answers relating to the RFP distributed by the RPMT prior to the proposal submission deadline.

C. Contact Information – Both the expression of interest in the RFP, and the project proposal, must include the name(s) of the researcher(s) and as well as their contact information (i.e., mailing address, daytime telephone number, and e-mail address).

D. Researcher Qualifications – The proposal should be accompanied by the résumé(s) of the researcher(s), indicating how the background, education, and work/research experience and accomplishments of the researcher(s) supports his/her (their) ability to effectively complete the project.

E. Description of Work and Timeline – The proposal should include a clear description of the work that will be performed, including an outline of the timeline (including key dates) over which the work will be completed (i.e., milestones). A proposed table of contents would be appreciated. 

F. Proposal Submission – The proposal must be received by the RPMT chair before 5:30 p.m. Eastern Time on March 21, 2014. Receipt of the proposal will be confirmed by the RPMT shortly thereafter. A complete listing of the RFP respondents will in due course be sent to all researchers who submitted a proposal.

VIII. Research Project Remuneration

A maximum of $25,000 is available for the Genetic Testing Information Research Project, to be awarded (in whole or in part) to the successful respondent(s) at the discretion of the Research Committee. A startup payment of $10,000 will be made with the final $15,000 payment by the CIA being contingent upon satisfactory completion of the terms and conditions of the research by the researcher(s). 

IX. Ownership of Work Product

As a necessary condition of the selection of a particular respondent’s Genetic Testing Information Research Project proposal, the CIA will assume full ownership (i.e., all rights, title, and interest, including copyright and patent) of the ensuing work product. The researcher(s) selected by the Research Committee will be required to sign a formal Research Project Agreement that assigns all such rights irrevocably to the CIA. Note that the researcher(s) will receive authorship credit in any CIA publication of the research paper. The researcher will be free to submit the paper to a journal of their choosing for refereed publication.

CIA RC RFP Genetics Jan 29 2014 BRN	Page 1 of 5	9:30 AM 5-Feb-14

CIA RC RFP Genetics Jan 29 2014 BRN	Page 5 of 5	9:30 AM 5-Feb-14

